
THE SOUTHEAST MORRIS COUNTY MUNICIPAL UTILITIES AUTHORITY

MEETING MINUTES

FEBRUARY 1, 2022

Due to the current COVID-19 State of Emergency and in compliance with N.J.S.A. 
10:4-8, et seq., the Authority conducted its regularly scheduled Board Meeting on 
February 1, 2022, with some of the Members and staff participating by way of 
teleconference.  

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM and began the meeting with 
the Statement of Public Notice (Sunshine Law), attached and caused same to be 
entered into the minutes of the meeting.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: Chairman Huber; Members Baldassari, Chumer, Huber, Kiracofe, 
Kissil [participated by telephone], Marucci, Rotando and Webster 

ABSENT: None

All Members in the meeting acknowledged that they could hear the Chairman and 
other participants.    

Also present were the following: Laura Cummings, PE, Executive Director; Jeff Elam, 
PE, Chief Engineer; Drew Saskowitz, Water Quality Superintendent; Sophia Dyer, PE, 
Principal Engineer; Alexis Bozza, Executive Administrative Assistant; and David J. 
Ruitenberg, Esq., General Counsel to the Authority.

OATH OF OFFICE FOR APPOINTED MEMBER KIRACOFE

Mr. Ruitenberg administered the oath of office to Nathan Kiracofe who had been 
appointed to the Authority’s Board of Members.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Chairman Huber stated it was the annual organizational meeting of The Southeast 
Morris County Municipal Utilities Authority. The next item on the agenda was the 
election of officers for the current year.  

Chairman Huber stated that the following officers were to be elected to hold office 
until the next annual meeting and selection of their successors:  Chairman, Vice 
Chairman, Secretary, Assistant Secretary, Treasurer, and Assistant Treasurer.



Member Baldassari nominated Ralph Rotando for the office of Chairman.  Chairman 
Huber seconded the nomination.  There were no other nominations.  Member
Rotando was unanimously elected.

Chairman Huber turned the meeting over to Chairman Rotando.

Chairman Rotando stated the next office to be filled was Vice Chairman.  Member 
Baldassari nominated Michael Chumer for the office of Vice Chairman.  Member 
Huber seconded the nomination.  Member Chumer was unanimously elected.

Chairman Rotando stated the next office to be filled was Secretary.  Member
Baldassari nominated Member Marucci for the office of Secretary.  Member Webster
seconded the nomination.  Member Marucci was unanimously elected.

Chairman Rotando stated the next office to be filled was Treasurer.  Member
Baldassari nominated Charles Maggio for the office of Treasurer.  Member Webster
seconded the nomination.  Charles Maggio was unanimously elected.

Chairman Rotando stated the next office to be filled was Assistant Secretary.  
Member Baldassari nominated Alexis Bozza for the office of Assistant Secretary.  
Member Webster seconded the nomination.  Alexis Bozza was unanimously elected.

Chairman Rotando stated the next office to be filled was Assistant Treasurer.  
Member Baldassari nominated Laura Cummings for the office of Assistant Treasurer.  
Member Webster seconded the nomination.  Laura Cummings was unanimously 
elected.

REORGANIZATION RESOLUTIONS

Chairman Rotando stated the next item on the agenda was the consideration of the 
annual organization resolutions required by the Public Meetings Law and explained 
the resolutions.

1. DESIGNATION OF OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER

Chairman Rotando stated that the Daily Record shall be designated as the Official 
Newspaper of the Authority for publication and notice requirements.  Member 
Baldassari offered the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 14-22

DESIGNATION OF OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER

“COPY ANNEXED”

Member Chumer seconded the motion which was unanimously adopted.



2. DESIGNATION OF NEWSPAPERS TO RECEIVE NOTICES PURSUANT TO OPEN 
PUBLIC MEETINGS LAW

Chairman Rotando stated that the Daily Record, the Star Ledger and the Morris News 
Bee, and such other newspapers published within the territory served by the Authority 
as the Chairman may from time to time designate, shall be designated as the 
newspapers to receive notices pursuant to the provisions of the "Open Public 
Meetings Law".  Member Huber offered the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 15-22

DESIGNATION OF NEWSPAPERS TO RECEIVE NOTICES PURSUANT TO OPEN PUBLIC 
MEETINGS LAW

“COPY ANNEXED”

Member Chumer seconded the motion which was unanimously adopted.

3. APPROVAL OF SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS

The Members reviewed a draft schedule of meetings for 2022.  Member Baldassari
offered the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 16-22

APPROVAL OF SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS

“COPY ANNEXED”

Member Huber seconded the motion which was unanimously adopted.

4. ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMITTEES

Chairman Rotando stated that the By-Laws of the Authority provide for the 
appointment of special committees and in accordance with the past practice has 
prepared a resolution establishing these committees. The Members reviewed the list 
of committees as designated by the Chairman. Member Baldassari offered the 
following Resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 17-22

ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMITTEES

“COPY ANNEXED”

Member Huber seconded the motion which was unanimously adopted.



5. APPROVE BANKING RESOLUTIONS

The Members reviewed a memorandum from the Chief Financial Officer dated 
January 25, 2022, where Depository and Signing Resolutions and/or Authorizations 
for use of TD Bank, Santander Bank and Provident Bank as institutions for banking 
purposes are required for the year 2022.  A resolution is also required in order to 
authorize signature cards with the appropriate Authority officers.  Member Webster 
offered the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 18-22

APPROVE BANKING RESOLUTIONS

“COPY ANNEXED”

Member Huber seconded the motion which was unanimously adopted.

PUBLIC DISCUSSION

Chairman Rotando stated the next portion of the meeting was set aside for public 
discussion and asked if any members of the public were present and would like to 
address the Board.  No one responded.  The Chairman then closed the public portion 
of the meeting.

MOTION APPROVING MINUTES OF JANUARY 20, 2022

Copies of the minutes of the meeting held on January 20, 2022, were distributed to 
the members prior to the meeting for review and comment.  Member Baldassari
moved that the minutes be adopted as presented.  Member Marucci seconded the 
motion which was duly adopted by the remaining members.  

RESOLUTION APPROVING CLOSED SESSION MINUTES OF JANUARY 20, 2022

Copies of the closed session minutes of the meeting held on January 20, 2022, were 
distributed to the members prior to the meeting for review and comment.  Member 
Webster offered the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 19-22

RESOLUTION APPROVING CLOSED SESSION MINUTES OF JANUARY 20, 2022

“COPY ANNEXED”

Member Chumer seconded the motion which was unanimously adopted.



RESOLUTION – APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY LIST OF BILLS

Copies of the bill list for February 2022 were distributed to the members prior to the 
meeting for comment and approval.  Member Chumer moved to approve the list of 
bills and offered the following resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 20-22

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF LIST OF BILLS FOR FEBRUARY 2022

“COPY ANNEXED”

Member Huber seconded the motion which was duly adopted by the following vote:

YEAS: Chairman Rotando; Members Baldassari, Chumer, Huber, 
Kiracofe, Kissil, Marucci and Webster

NOES: None

OTHER BUSINESS

A. Resolution Approving 2022 Investment Program

Copies of the 2022 Investment Program prepared by the Chief Financial Officer 
dated January 20, 2022 were distributed to the members prior to the meeting for 
review and comment.  Member Baldassari offered the following resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 21-22

RESOLUTION APPROVING 2022 INVESTMENT PROGRAM

“COPY ANNEXED”

Member Webster seconded the motion which was duly adopted by the following 
vote:

YEAS: Chairman Rotando; Members Baldassari, Chumer, Huber, 
Kiracofe, Kissil, Marucci and Webster

NOES: None

B. Resolution Authorizing Use of Vendor Under the Cooperative Pricing 
Agreement with the Morris County Cooperative Pricing Council

The Board reviewed a memorandum from the Chief Financial Officer dated January 
20, 2022, requesting authorization to purchase certain items from an authorized 
vendor under the Morris County Cooperative Pricing Council (MCCPC) during the 2022 
budget year.  The purchases of goods and services by local contracting units through 



the County agency without advertising is authorized under Section 12 of the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12. The vendor listed in the memorandum has
been awarded a MCCPC contract.  Mr. Ruitenberg stated that the Treasurer has 
certified that there are sufficient funds available in the 2022 Budget for these 
purchases.  Member Baldassari moved the following resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 22-22

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING USE OF VENDOR UNDER THE COOPERATIVE PRICING 
AGREEMENT WITH THE MORRIS COUNTY COOPERATIVE PRICING COUNCIL

“COPY ANNEXED”

Member Chumer seconded the motion which was duly adopted by the following vote:

YEAS: Chairman Rotando; Members Baldassari, Chumer, Huber, 
Kiracofe, Kissil, Marucci and Webster

NOES: None

C. Resolution Authorizing Contract for Park Avenue Booster Station Check 
Valve Installation Services and Purchase of Limit Switches for Check 
Valve Assemblies

The Board reviewed a memorandum from the Principal Engineer dated January 24, 
2022.  Proposals for check valve installation services for the Park Avenue Booster 
Pump Station were solicited from two (2) companies where one (1) submitted a 
proposal. Subsequently, proposals for the purchase of the limit switch assemblies for 
the Park Avenue Booster Pump Station were also solicited from two (2) companies 
where both submitted a proposal. Following the review of the proposals by the 
Principal Engineer, and per the above memorandum, it was recommended that the 
installation services and the purchase of limit switch assemblies be authorized with 
Harper Control Solutions based on its low responsive proposals.  Harper Control 
Solutions completed and submitted Business Entity Disclosure Certifications which 
certify that they have not made any reportable contributions to any political or 
candidate committee in the Township of Hanover, Borough of Morris Plains, Town of 
Morristown and the Township of Morris in the previous one year, and that the contract 
will prohibit them from making any reportable contributions.  The Treasurer certified 
that funds are available in the 2022 Budget.  Member Chumer moved the following 
resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 23-22

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONTRACT FOR PARK AVENUE BOOSTER STATION 
CHECK VALVE INSTALLATION SERVICES AND PURCHASE OF LIMIT SWITCHES FOR 

CHECK VALVE ASSEMBLIES



“COPY ANNEXED”

Member Webster seconded the motion which was duly adopted by the following 
vote:

YEAS: Chairman Rotando; Members Baldassari, Chumer, Huber, 
Kiracofe, Kissil, Marucci and Webster

NOES: None

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Member Baldassari moved that the meeting be 
adjourned, and Member Webster seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 
6:22 PM.

THE SOUTHEAST MORRIS COUNTY
MUNICIPAL UTILITIES AUTHORITY

ALEXIS BOZZA
Assistant Secretary

Alexis Bozza
Digitally signed by Alexis Bozza 
DN: cn=Alexis Bozza, o=SMCMUA, 
ou=Administration, email=abozza@smcmua.org, 
c=US 
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Statement of Public Notice (Sunshine Law Statement)

Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided in accordance with the 

provisions of the “Open Public Meetings Act”, in the following manner:

1. By posting a copy of the Annual Notice of the Authority’s regular 

meetings (upon which this meeting is listed) on the Bulletin Board at the Authority’s 

offices at 19 Saddle Road, Cedar Knolls, New Jersey, and by delivering copies of such 

notice for posting at similar public places in the municipal buildings of the Town of 

Morristown, the Townships of Hanover and Morris and the Borough of Morris Plains on 

February 3, 2021.

2. By delivering to, for filing, copies of the Annual Notice with the clerks of 

the Townships of Chatham, Harding, Mendham, Randolph and Parsippany-Troy Hills, 

the Boroughs of Florham Park, Madison and Wharton, and the County of Morris on 

February 3, 2021.

3. By delivering to, for filing, copies of the Annual Notice with the Daily 

Record, the Newark Star Ledger, and the Morris News Bee on February 3, 2021.



SUNSHINE LAW STATEMENT

Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided in accordance with the 

provisions of the “Open Public Meetings Act”, in the following manner:

1. By posting a copy of the Annual Notice of the Authority’s regular 

meetings (upon which this meeting is listed) on the Bulletin Board at the Authority’s 

offices at 19 Saddle Road, Cedar Knolls, New Jersey, and by delivering copies of such 

notice for posting at similar public places in the municipal buildings of the Town of 

Morristown, the Townships of Hanover and Morris and the Borough of Morris Plains on 

February 3, 2022.

2. By delivering to, for filing, copies of the Annual Notice with the clerks of 

the Townships of Chatham, Harding, Mendham, Randolph and Parsippany-Troy Hills, 

the Boroughs of Florham Park, Madison and Wharton, and the County of Morris on 

February 3, 2022.

3. By delivering to, for filing, copies of the Annual Notice with the Daily 

Record, the Newark Star Ledger, and the Morris News Bee on February 3, 2022.




























































